
   November 2016 

Dear Parents/Carers 
Information about the Attendance Requirements 

Persistence Absence Threshold 
With effect from 1 September 2015, a pupil will be deemed to be a ‘persistent 
absentee’ where their attendance falls below 90%. 
Schools are no longer judged solely on their overall attendance figures but also on the 
number of pupils who fall into the persistent absence category. 

Regular attendance at school is essential to ensure uninterrupted progress and to 
enable pupils to fulfil their potential. The attendance pattern for all pupils is 
monitored weekly with the school seeking to work actively with parents to ensure 
that regular attendance is maintained. The Department for Education has published 
data on their website that clearly shows the link between attendance and 
attainment. This highlights the fact that there will be an impact on your child’s 
education and exam results if attendance is not consistently above 95% throughout 
their schooling. 

Minor ailments, such as a headache, slight cold or attending doctor, dentist or 
optician appointments are not acceptable reasons for failing to attend school. 
Repeated absences may require the school to request that you obtain medical 
evidence from your doctor’s, dentist or optician surgery as recommended by the 
Government. 

We would also like to remind you that the law does not give any entitlement to 
parents to remove their child from school during term-time for the purpose of a 
holiday. Headteachers may only grant leave of absence where an application has been 
made in advance and the Headteacher considers that there are exceptional 
circumstances relating to the application. 

You will receive an attendance report along with your child’s termly school report, in 
addition to their final report in July. 

If your child’s attendance rate falls below 90%, you will receive a letter outlining our 
concerns and suggested course of action, in order to address the issues. 

Yours faithfully 

D Parker

Ms D Parker - Headteacher
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